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Many of today’s hottest  
young interior designers— 
Nate Berkus, Ruthie Sommers, 
Laura Kirar— were introduced 
to the national scene in  
House Beautiful, in an annual 
tradition called the Next Wave.  
Here, for the first time  
in five years, the Next Wave 
is back, with 20 interior 
designers our editors have 
picked as the ones to watch. 
Who will break through?  
Who will we all be talking 
about . . .next year? >>
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WHAT’S NEW ABOUT 
YOU?
I think the best design 
honors the past, but keeps 
an edge in fresh ideas. 
Intuition plays a big role 
in my decision-making. 
It’s a feeling one gets 
when something is just 
right for the space or  
a client, or an image one 
wants to portray.
WHO’S YOUR FAVORITE 
DECORATOR EVER?

David Hicks, Dorothy 
Draper, Albert Hadley... 
I can go on and on.
WHAT’S THE MOST 
INSPIRING THING YOU’VE 
SEEN LATELY?
Handmade clothing in 
Guatemala—the color 
combinations are amazing. 
Lemons and limes in  
a bowl. Bunny Williams 
throwing an Egg chair in 
the middle of a classically 
designed room! I love 

design blogs, especially 
designspongeonline.com.
TELL US ONE OF  
YOUR SECRET DESIGN 
RESOURCES.
Is this a secret???... 
1stdibs.com! And l love 
the Web site everything 
turquoise.com.
MAKE A DECORATING 
PREDICTION.
Mauve making a big 
comeback. 

15. Andrea Monath  
Schumacher
Denver, CO  
ointeriordesign.com 

What’s new about 
you?
I’m not afraid to use  
color and have fun with  
it. My work is all about 
comfort. More than just  
a chair being comfort-
able—the room has to 
feel comfortable. 
Who’s your favorite 
decorator ever?
It is an unbreakable tie 
between John Fowler and 
Mark Hampton. 

What’s the most 
inspiring thing you’ve 
seen lately?
The sky. The color range  
is limitless, its moodiness 
is unpredictable. Recently, 
from the window of  
a client’s jet, the 
combination of white and 
the perfect shade of blue 
inspired the color scheme 
for a new cottage.
TELL US ONE OF  
YOUR SECRET DESIGN 
RESOURCES.

My store, Bobby Todd 
Antiques, in Sweetwater, 
Tennessee 
[bobbytoddantiques.com]. 
MAKE A DECORATING 
PREDICTION.
The collected interior will 
become increasingly 
popular. Collections reflect 
a life well-lived.

14. Todd  
Richesin
Knoxville, TN 
toddrichesininteriors.com 

WHAT’S NEW ABOUT YOU?
I’m fascinated by the  
way people live, and 
because of this I don’t 
dictate how they should 
live. Instead I really try  
to pull out each client’s 
innate style and have  
their space reflect  
their individuality in a 
tasteful way.
WHO’S YOUR FAVORITE 
DECORATOR EVER?

Jonathan Adler.
WHAT’S THE MOST 
INSPIRING THING YOU’VE 
SEEN LATELY?
I’m inspired daily mostly 
by things that aren’t in  
the interior design world. 
The other day I saw these 
amazing skater shoes— 
a great inspiration point 
for a room. And I recently 
went to the old Ringling 
mansion in Florida. The 

vintage pieces from the 
circus had such colorful 
stories, you couldn’t help 
but want to incorporate 
them into a new space.  
I love things with a story.
TELL US ONE OF  
YOUR SECRET DESIGN 
RESOURCES.
Salvage stores and blogs. 
MAKE A DECORATING 
PREDICTION.
More livable designs.  >>

16. Kyle  
Schuneman
Los Angeles, CA  
kyleschuneman.com 

WHAT’S NEW ABOUT YOU? 
Encouraging clients to step 
out of the box regarding 
color and contrast, and then 
making it all come together 
in a comfortable way. 
WHO’S YOUR FAVORITE 
DECORATOR EVER? 
Billy Baldwin. 
WHAT’S THE MOST 
INSPIRING THING YOU’VE 
SEEN LATELY?
I set up another office in 

Atlanta and I’ve been 
inspired by the Arts and 
Crafts and Georgian 
architecture of the South. 
The classic simple lines and 
exquisite execution bring  
to mind Kagan, Eames, and 
Wright and their holistic 
approach. The experience 
has encouraged me to tap 
into the abilities of today’s 
craftsmen and small 
workshops closer to home. 

TELL US ONE OF  
YOUR SECRET DESIGN 
RESOURCES.
Listening...listening to 
what the client wants.
MAKE A DECORATING 
PREDICTION.
The end of theatrical 
rooms, faux anything, and 
fantasyland at home.  
A rejuvenation of American 
design and the American 
craftsman.

13. Chad  
Renfro
Palm Beach, FL  
chadrenfrodesign.com 
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